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Abstract

To effectively teach umiversity students or apprentice writers to write a good research artck

(RA) abstract to publsh m mtemational jounals, mstructors need to know the present

characterstics of abstracts wrtten by the students or apprentice writers. This study exammes the

dscowse structire and Ingustic featwes of RA abstracts written m Englsh by Indonesian

academics publshed m national jowrnals. The corpus for this study conssts of 30 selected RA

abstracts publshed mamly m wunmversiy-based jownals m Indonesia m social science and
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humanty  diseplnes (re. education, economy and management, and Inunandy), Analyses were
conducted usmg gemre-based procedures with a clause or a smplke sentence as the smallest wt
of analysis. The results show that 1) unlke the commnon discowse struchwe of English abstracts
foond m RAs publshed m mtenational jownak, the nmjorty Enghsh RA abstracts written by
Indonesian speakers have only three moves (1e. pupose. method and results). 2) the abstracts
are mostly written i active sentence usmg present tense except for Move 3 (methods) m which a
half of them are written m past tense and rhar-complement sentences are mostly found m Move 4
(results or findmes). and 3) the use of mteractional metadiscowrse devices are dommated by
hedges found m Move 4 while the use of attitudmal stance markers of the witers and self-

reference words are very rarely found m the abstracts.

Keywords: research artick abstracts, discowrse stuchwe, conummicative wmit, lmguistic

featwes. moves and steps.

1. Introduction

The abstract s an muportant part of any research articke (RA) because #t determmes whether or
not readers will go on readmg the artcle. Akthough wrtters may write 1t last. the abstract 15 the
first part of an acadennc wrtmg. such as RAs. theses. research reports and so on to be read by
potential readers after the titl: tlis i smuply because the abstract 5 located just after the ttle and
if the writers do not write it appropriately and mrterestmgly. readers may not contmue readmg the
text affer readmg the abstact (Belcher. 2009 and Starfield. 2009), In addition, for acadenmcs
from places where availability of lteratwe s lmmted. abstracts may be the only part of RAs that
are avallable for them (Cargll and O’Comor, 2009 and Fartousi and Dumamg 2012). Ths s
because, accordmg to Thyer (2008:40), abstract 15 ofien reprmted by “abstractmg and mdexmg
services comnected with the jowrnal m order to tell people what you did.” In other words, the
quality of abstract m acadennc texts s very muportanf to consider if they are to be read by

potential readers.
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The mam purpose of an abstract m an RA s to tell as well as convince readers that the research
which has been completed and s bemg reported m the article 5 mterestmg mportant, valable,
valkl and relable. and therefore deserves finther readmg by the readers. Accordmg to Batlia
(1993, p.78), an abstract ... & a description or factual summary of the nmch longer report, and is
meant to give the reader an exact and concse knowledge of the full artick.” Bathia fiwther
suggests that an abstract should consist of four aspects of the research. namely a) the purpose, b)
the method, ¢) the resulis, and d) the conchusions. Hence. through the abstract RA writers try to
‘sell' thew research fndings to readers m order that readers read the article and if the marketmg
15 successful readers will read the whole articke.

In the Indonesian context, ahnost all acadenue texts written based on a research project such as
theses. research reports. research articles. semmar or conference papers, and so on nmst have an
English abstract (Saukah, 2003) although the rest of the text s written m Indonesian Ths s
done m order to have a wider scope of readership or audience when published m jowrnals, books,
research reports or uploaded mto an onlme medm for readers from m and outside Indonesi.
Thus, Indonesian acadenucs nmst be able to write abstracts m English well for several practical
reasons. Fust, the mmjortty of Indonesian jownal editors will never publish an article without an
English abstract mchided m the article. Second. the Indonesman academics, especimlly university
lecturers. are encowraged by the govermment not only to publsh m Indonesian: they are strongly
requested fo publsh especially RAs m mfemational jouwnak where the lnguage 15 mostly
English Fmally, Indonesian acadenucs are ako strongly encowaged to participate as a speaker
m mtemational semmars or conferences m which the papers mchidmg the abstracts nmist be
wntten m Englsh (Arwibowo, 2008 and Walud, 2011). Hence, Englsh abstracts by Indonesian
academics nmst be written m the proper way as readers of mtemational jowrnals expect them to
be.

Wrtmg an abstract for an RA s not only difficull for university studemts: i i abo hard for
kecturers and novice writers. Subamo (2001) found that the majority of his students m an English
for Academic Pwpose or EAP clss found witmg an RA abstract very problematic although

they were already famubiar with wiitmg such an acadenuc text when they wrote a thess, research

193



reports, semmar or conference papers and so on which also have an abstract. One of the re¢
accordmg to Suharmno, was because the EAP class particppants came from various dif
discplmes m which the standard format of abstracts 1s different from one disciplne to the o
Another possible reason for the problem is that the students and/or lectures are not fanulias
writmg RA abstracts. Thus, accordmg to Suhamo the students and lecturers nmmst be fz
with the rhetorical style of RA abstracts acceptable for journal readers m a particular disc

either for local national or mternational readers.

The rhetorical style and Imgustic featires of RA abstracts published m mternational jo
although written m the same language may be different from those of RAs published m loc
national research journals because of different academic and research envronments
practices. Publshmg an RA for a reputable mternational jownal is certamly far more d
than one for a local or national journal because publishmg m an mternational journal i
more competitive than publshmg m a local or national journal Therefore., accordmg to B
(2009), m order to wm the competition for an mternational journal publication, RA writers
argue convmcmgly on the miportance of ther research project so that readers are mterest
and willng to read ther RAs and the argument must have been presented from very early -

article ie.. m the abstract of the article.

The use of Englsh as a means of mfernational conmmwmication particularty m an acas
context has become wider and more frequent. Nowadays, more and more people m the worl

English as a second or foreign language for various reasons mchidmg for academic pur

(Mukmmatien, 2012). Nunn and Deveci (2014, p. 1) state:

Competence m Englsh as an mfemnational language i a rapidly developmg
construct, but it 15 already clear that it s not defineable as one standard for all
local contexts. There 15 no one center to defme a umversal standard of English

competence.
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In other words, smce Englsh has been wsed widely as a language for mtemational
conmumication it i very hkely that Enghsh used by and for a local commmmity, such as m a
particular counfry, has developed some kmds of differences from the one used by and for the
mtemational commumity. The differences nmst be studied, known and taught to English students
so that they do not hmder mremational commmmication usmg Enghsh especmlly for acadenc

purposes as the most frequent use of Englsh m mternational conmmmication

RA abstracts m Enghsh published m mtemational journak m a particular diseplme nmst have
developed a particular rhetorical style which may be different fiom those of RAs published m
local or national jowmak m the same discplme. For exanple. smce Englsh has been widely
used especially for academmc purposes mehdmng m witmg RAs m Indonesim the local vanation
of Englsh nust have been developed and accordng to Mete (2011) this can not be ignored.
Therefore, the local and mtemational varation of English found m acadenmc fexts such as RAs
must be smdied m order to know the differences and similarties m order to promote successful
mtermational acadenue conmmumication through RAs. If ths difference s known o will be easier
to advise the students and/or new writers such as those from Indonesia on how to wiite good RA
abstracts for mternational jouwrnals by showmg them the rhetorxal and Imgustic differences and
smularities and how to adjust themw abstracts mto ones acceptable for mtemational journals.

Literature Review

As with research articles m general studies on the schemmtic stuctwre and Imguistic features of
abstracts may take one of the followmg designs: a) a descriptive rhetorcal and Imguistic analyss
of abstracts written m one language and of a smgle disciplne: b) a comparative rhetorical and
Imguistic analysis of abstracts written m one language but m two or more different disciplnes: ¢)
a conparative thetorical and Imgustic analyss of abstracts written m two or more different
languages of one discplme; and d) a comparative thetorical and Imgustic analysis of abstracts
written m two or more different lnguages and m two or more different discplnes. In other
words, smdies on research article abstracts more often adopt a conparative method rather than
just descriptive and among the possible formats of conmparative thetorical and Imguistic study the
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one comparmg between FEnghsh abstracts m one or more disciplnes and published m
mternational joumals s more dommant for the benefits of the teachmg of Englsh as a second or
foreign language (Comnor etal. 2008), Accordng to Comor etal the fmdmgs of these
confrastive or comparative rhetorical and lingustic studies have greatly mfluenced the teachmg
of English academic wrntmg m EFL and ESL contexts.

Although discowse study on abstracts i rarely conducted (Swales, 1990). several studies on
research article (RA) abstracts wiitten m Enghsh can be found m the lteratwe. Zhang et al
(2012). for exanmpl mvestigated how Vietamese organized ther ideas m ther Enghsh RA
abstracts m the disciplme of agriculnwe. After analvzmg twenty RA abstracts m the corpus of
ther study, Zhang et al found that, wlke the standard format of abstracts accepted by global
academic conmmumity, the dommant rhetorical moves found m themr abstracts are ‘pupose’.
‘method’ and ‘product’” without having ‘miroduction’ and ‘conchsion’ (p:145). Accordmg fo
Zhang et al, the absence of ‘miroduction’ and ‘conchision’ m the majortty of abstracts m then
corpus has lowered the qualty of the abstract self because through these two segments of
abstracts writers can persuasively attract readers to read the whole articke. Another fndmg of
Zhang etal’s study 5 the use of comect Ingustc featwres, such as ‘tense’. ‘voice’ and ‘thar-
conplement clhuse” m addressmg the necessary conmumicative umts m the abstracts: however.
the most problenatic aspects m the abstracts by Viemamese agnculiwal acadenua are the use of

meorrect pown forms, mapproprate lexxcon, and wrong punctuation (p:145).

Tseng (2011) conducted a rhetorical study on RAs m the dscplne of applied Imgustics. In this
comparative  study, Tseng analyzed 90 RA abstracts faken from three different mternational
journak and analyzed on two aspects: commuuucative wnit structwre and the use of tenses m each
move. Tseng found that a fowr-move structhwe (ie. am method. results anxd conchision) was
more preferred by the majority of RA writers m the corpus of her study and only a few abstracts
had a background or mtroduction move at the begmmmg of the abstracts. In addiion, m tems of
the use of tense m each of the five moves Tseng found that present tense 15 mostly used m
background. am and conclision moves while past tense s mostly used m method and results

moves. Tseng also found distmetions of abstracts m the corpus of her study; one of them is that
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the wnters wrote ther results move m the present tense. This . accordmg to Tseng for the
purpose of addressmg ‘the contmming apphcability of ther [research] findings’ (p32).

Fartousi and Dumamg (2012) conducted a rhetorical stuctre study on Englsh abstracts of
conference papers written by lraman acadenncs m the disciplne of higher education. They found
that. although there are fowr possibke moves of the abstracts (problem, aims, method, and
results). only three are considered compulsory (aims, method and results) whik the problem
move s optional Accordng to them the rhetorical structwe of Enghsh conference paper
abstracts m ligher education s different from the ones m the discplmes of English language and
Imguistics and conmmuication which may have up to siX or seven moves with four compubory
moves and two or tlree optional omes respectively. Fowrtasi and Dumamg clamn that ther
fmdmgs confimed the fmdmgs of previous relevant studies m which different discplmes may
have different rhetorical struchwes of abstracts of conference papers.

Another conparative study on abstracts & between RA abstracts and master theses abstracts both
wiitten m English conducted by Ren and Li (2011). Ren and Li studied the rhetorical moves of
25 abstracts taken from 5 different popular joumak m apphled Imgustics wrtten by professional
appled Imgwsts and 25 abstracts taken from master theses written by postgraduate students of
Chmese speakers. By usmg Hyland’s schematc structure of abstracts as guxdelmes. Ren and Li
found all five moves as suggested by Hyland (ie.. introduction, piurpose, method, product and
conclusions) m the majority of the two groups of abstracts m the corpus of ther study. however
master theses abstracts tend to be descrptive whie RA abstracts are more persuasive and
promotional m thew style. Another difference between these two groups of abstracts, accordmg
to Ren and Li & that the mtroduction move (Move 1) m the master theses abstracts tend to be
long while the product move (Move 4) tend to be smplke and short whie m the RA abstracts
these two moves fend fo be equal m length. Ren and Li's mterpretation of ths difference reflects
a common attitude of student writers who are nommally not confident m addressmg, chimmg and
argumg for them research and tend to write miroductions longer as a compensation and to meet
the munber of words requmed for an abstract.
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Studies on English RA abstracts, such as by Chmese speakers, Viemamese, Iraman or speakers
of other languages where English s a foreign language as m Indonesia may have been a few but
a serious study on the ways Indonesian speakers wmte abstracts m Enghsh from schematic
structure and Imgnstic featuwes pomts of view s hard to find m the lteratwe (Basthonuw 2006).
Accordng to Basthomn the majonty of references on RA abstracts m Englsh availabk m
Indonesia are m the form of gudelmes of acadenuc writmg such as of theses and dissertations,
essays. kboratory expermmental reports, research articles, research reports and so on m which
wrimg a good abstract m Englsh s usually mehded. However. these kmds of gmdelmes are
often hard for wnmversity students and/or novice writers to follow because they are often more
theoretical than practical (Swalks. 1990). There nmst be RA wntmg gudelnes designed
especially for wnversty students or apprentice witers and these nmst be written based on
comprehensive analyses of smulariies and differences between the schematic struchwe and
Imgusstic feanwes of Englsh RA abstracts publshed m local or national joumals and the one
published m mtemational journals.

From a tril study, Basthonm (2006) found that Indonesman writers tend to produce a different
stvle of RA abstracts m English especially m the fist sentence of the abstracts. For example.
accordmg to Basthomiy out of 16 English abstracts he analvzed only 3 (18,75%) are written m a
dwect mamer while the rest of them are wrtten m mdrect ways. Accordng to Basthonu this
miphes that the Indonesian writers use ther Indonesian rhetorical style when writmg an abstract
m Englhsh and ths 1 not the appropriate way of wiitmg a journal artcke abstract m Enghsh
However. a more extensive study on Enghsh abstacts wmtten by Indonesian speakers
necessary m order to see how Indonesmns actually wite an RA abstract. More rhetorkcal and
Imgusstic analyvses mmist be done on abstracts wntten m Englsh by Indonesian speakers and
published m Indonesian joumals and this s the mam motivation of this study. that s to know
how Indonesian writers write RA abstrats m Enghsh from rhetorcal and Imgustics pomts of
view. As a gudelme for this study. the following research questions are addressed:

a. What commumicative units or moves are mostly found m RA abstracts written by

Indonesian academics published m national research jownak?
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b, What Ingustic feanwes characterze the RA abstacts wiitten by Indonesian
academics published m national research journals?

c. Are there any differences of rhetorical and Imgustic featwes between the Englsh
abstracts by Indonesian academics publshed m npatonal research joumalk and
those published m mfernational research journak?

2. Methods

2.1. The Corpus of the Study

Thaty RA abstracts m three disciplmes (ie., humanity, economics and management, and
education) written m English by Indonesian writers were selected for ths analyss. The tlree
disciplmes were chosen to represent the field of socil sciences and humanity and the abstracts
were taken from the latest possible vohune of the jounals to represent the current condition of
Englsh abstracts written by Indonesian speakers from rhetorxal and Imgwstic pomts of view. It
i assumed that all RA abstracts published m the jownals had gone tlrough a standard editmg
and reviewmg process followmg the submussion guidelmes enforced by the jownal editorial
boards and therefore all abstracts published m the journalk had conformed to the gudelmes. such
as on the content. munber of words, Imgustic featwes and text structwe or style. The
distribution of the RA abstracts as the corpus of this study s given m Table 1.

Table 1: The Distribution of Research Article Abstracts in the Corpus of this Study
No. Dscplines Codes  Number of RAs Percentage
1. Education EJ 10 33.33%

¥ I HJ 10 33.33%



The bst of the 30 RAs from three different journal disciplnes from which they were taken for

corpus of this study 15 given m the appendices.

2.2. Genre Analysis Method of Research Article Abstracts

Several authors of academic writmg guidelmes have rather different suggestions on the con
of an abstract. Paltmdge and Starfield (2007). for example. suggest that an abstract shc
address five conmmuucative wmits or moves of the research project which has been complk
the mam amms, specific objectives, reasons. processes and results of the research Howe
accordmg to Batlia (1993). an abstract should comtam only four moves: the amn meth
findngs and conchisions. Yet another shghtly different suggestion about RA abstracts s g
by Bekher (2009) m which she suggests that an RA abstract shoukl contam six moves:
reason. topic, method, results, conchisions, and recommendations of the study. In addit
accordmg to Swales etal (2009) most recent gemre analysss studies on RAs reveal that
abstracts m various languages and m various dscplnes have five moves and these moves are
follows:

Move 1: background/introduction/situation which is written to answer the

question of what the writer’s know about the research topic:

Move 2: the purpose of research which s meant to explam what the research

5 about;

Move 3: methods/materials/subjects/procedures which tell readers how the

research i conducted:

Move 4: results/fndmgs wlich address what the researcher’s discover fiom the

research; and
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Move 5: discussion'conchsionsignificance which are amed at dscussmg what

the research results mean

As shown m the above defmition and exanples of moves m a typical abstract, although the tems
for each particular move may vary the content of the move & simiar. Particular sets of
temmology for each move may be common m a partcular discplme whik other sets of
termmology are more commonly used m other disciplmes. In the present study. the above five

moves were used as a gdelne.

This study used gemre amalyss method as suggested by Swales (1990) m which the
connumicative fimetion of each clause or smple sentence (herewith called T-wmt). In this study.
following Safil (2000, p.82), a move i defned as:

... a cluse or a set of chuses or a paragraph which shows a clear mdication of a
specific  wentifiable conmmmicative puwrpose. signaled by lnguste chies or
mferred from specific mformation m the text. The conmmmicative s or moves
m a particular text together develop a set of conmmmicative purposes relevant to
the genre of the text.

Thos, the chssification of one or more T-units mto a particular move was based on several
considerations. such as understandmg of the T-wmits, the use of specific lexicon m the T-umits.

the position of the T-unit’s m the abstract, and so on.

The smallest wt analyss m thss study 5 a clause or a smple sentence because it s unbkely that
fWo oI more conmumcative purposes or moves are addressed m one clause because a cluse
should have only one ftopk or subject and one conmment or predicate. In addition, the
wentification of moves m the discussion section of RAs was done by usmg Imgustc and
discowse chies: these are formmlaie expressions, particular lexical stens. coheswe markers, by
mferencmg fiom the mibrmation contamed m the text, and other kmds of discowse ches, such

as sub-titles or sub-section titles, paragraph as a wnit of wdeas, and other possible Imgustic and
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discowse chies availlhibk m Indonesin hnguage which may help chwnkmg the text mto moves
and wdentfying the move boundanes.

The Imguwstic analyses on the research article abstracts focused on several features which
sigificantly characterize English abstracts. Swales (1990) mentions that the use of tenses (ie..
present and past tense) are clear characterstics of abstract written m Englsh: ‘present tense’ i
used to refer to the mformation available m the article and ‘past tense” s used to stress the
mportance of the research results or findmgs. Other Imgustic analyses on Englsh RA abstracts
(te.. Pho, 2010 and Hyland and Tse, 2005 quoted m Zhang et. al, 2012) «lentified more
Inguistic  features characterizmg the text type m ther study. these mchide ‘authorml voice
mchdmg  self-reference words’. ‘stance expression’. “modal awxilbares’. ‘senn-modal verbs'
‘thar-conplement clwse’. “voxe’ and ‘tense’ (p:134). Accordmg to Almexda (2012). writer’s
stance m academic discowse 1 a hard concept to defme because it mwvolves various
mterpretations rather than shapes; however, followmg Biber etal (1996) for this study stance 15
defmed as °.. speakers’ and writers” personal feelmgs. attitudes. valie judgements. or
assesments’ (p.20). In additon. Almerda (by refenrmg to Hyland. 1998) defined ‘hedge’ as ‘..
the means by which the writers can present a proposition as an opmion rather than a fact: irems
are only hedges m ther epstemic sense, and only then when they mark wncertamty (p.20)".

For this study followmg Zhang etal (2012) only sx Ingwstic featwes were mchided m the
analvses and these s feanwes were gouped mfo ftwo categones: ‘grammatical’ and
‘mteractional metadiscowsive’ forms. The grammatical form mchides voice (active and passive
voices), tense (present and past tenses) and rhar-complement clause and C‘mteractional
netadiscowsive”  form mehdes hedges, attmdmal stance markers and self-reference words.
While the gammatical forms are clar and easily wnderstandable, the mreractional
netadsowrsve forms need clear defiution and exanples as given below (the defiutions and

examples are taken fiom Zhang etal, 2012):

a. Hedges are words or phrases which express a notion of mmprecision or
qualification. such as can, could, might, probably, likely, ete.
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b. Atttudmal stance markers are words or phrases which show the writer’s opmion
or evahation on a statement or an object of ther discowrse. such as unfortunately,

honestly, actually, frankly, no doubt, etc; and

c. Self-reference words are fist-person pronowns such as 7, we, my, our and other
words referrmg to the author hanself or herself such as the awthor, the writer or

the researcher.

The ratomale for mchdmg only s Imgustc featwes of the abstracts was for the practecal
purpose of discowse analyses. It 15 asswmed that the majority of abstract writers (re.. the
Indonesian academics) are not ablk to write good RA abstracts usmg complicated or varous

Inguistic elements as mternational journal readers expect.

2.3. Analyses Procedure

The processes of ientifving the conmmmicatve wnts m the RA abstracts went through the
followmg steps. Fust. the entwe article was read carefully to get a rough wnderstandmg of the
research project. Second. the abstract was reread to better wndesrtand #t. Third. the abstract was
read agam to Mentify the possible conmumicative wuts m it Fourth the abstract was read agam
to identify the possible Imgustic featwres found m it. Fmally, an acceptable model of discowrse
structhwre, which characterizes the English RA abstracts written by Indonesian writers, was
developed if possible. These steps were carried out mamually smce the size of the text was quite
nanageable to analvse. However, manual analyses of discowrse stucnwe and Imgustic feanwes
of texts mught mvolve subjective judgment or evalation which could reduce the rehability and
validity of analysis results. Crookes (1986) suggests that to ensure the accuracy of text amalyss,
such as the wentification of the commmmicative wnits. it can be tested by definmg the
commuuucative wts m a practical way so that an mdependent rater’s can adentify them and
confiim ther decsions with a sufficiently lugh level of agreement. Crookes finther suggests that,
if the analysis model represents an accwate reflection of a particular text, then it should be
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possible to reach a ligh level of agreement. For this study, the mdependent rater was a lecnwer of
an English study program at the same unversity who graduated from a Master of Arts program
m Lmgustics from an English speakmg country. She was asked to follow the same procedure as
described above m order to wentify the rhetorical structre and Imgustic featwes of the abstract.
When there was a disagreement between us m the analysis results, a discussion was then held to

find an agreement.

3. Results and Discussion

3.1. The Frequency and Percentage of Move Appearance

The fist result m this study concermns the occunmence frequency of the Moves found m RA

abstracts m the corpus of this study as shown m the following table,

Table 2: The Frequency and Percentage of Move Appearance
Research Article Abstracts

Moves ,
HI EMT EJ Total %
=10 =10 =10 N=30

Move 1 4 3 1 8 26.6%
Move 2 10 8 9 27 90%
Move 3 9 10 9 28 93.3%
Move 4 10 10 10 30 100%
Move 5 4 1 4 9 30%

As shown m Tabk 2. the majority of RA abstracts m the corpus of this study have Moves 2. 3
and 4 (puwrpose, methods, and results) but only 8 RAs (26.6%) have Move |
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(background introduction/situarion) and 9 RAs (30%) have Move 5
(discussion/conclusion/significance). Ths may mdicate that for the Indonesian writers m the
discplmes of humantty. economics and management and education. three moves (Moves 2. 3
and 4) are conpubkory and Moves 1 and 5 are optional m ther English abstracts. The examples
of a conplete abstract with Moves 2, 3 and 4 m each discplme are given m appendices. Ths
findmg 5 m Ime with Tseng (2011) m which he found three compukory moves (aim, method,
and results) m his Englsh RA abstracts m appled Imgustic. However. ths i different from
Paltridge (2007) m which he suggests that a RA abstract should have five moves (main aim,
specific objective, reasons, processes and results) and Bathia (1993) four moves (aim, method,
Sfindings and conclusion). Ths finding 15 also not m Ime with Belcher (2009) who proposes that a
RA abstract shoukd have five moves (rhe reason, topic, results, conclusion, and
recommendation). Accordmg to Indonesian RA gudelmes, an abstract should contam only 50-75
words and be wntten withn one paragraph (Ibmy 2003:78). this may be the reason why the
Indonesian RA writers have a shorter abstract contammg only three compulory moves mstead
of fowr. five or even s as m the one by RA wnters m mtemmational jounals. In addiion. Waseso
(2003) clams that every joumal m Indonesia has #s own m-house style or writmg which 1 based
on mational RA writmg styles, such as of Indonesian Instite of Science or LIPI or of
miemational RA writmg  stvles such as, Amerncan Psychological Assocmtion (APA). however
once a jownal management decides to apply a certam writmg format and style, the RA writers
contmbutmg to the joumal nmst conply with the style consstently.

Move | (Background/mtroduction’situation) and Move 5 (discussion/conclusion/ significance)
seem to be considered wnmportant by the majority of Indonesian RA writers considermg the rare
exstence of the two moves m the data of this study. Ths findmg is m me with the findme of
Zhang etal, (2012) from ther agreulwe RA abstracts. Accordng to Zhang et al. the
nonexistence of Move | and Move 5 m ther agrnculnwe RA abstracts nay have been because of
abstract writmg style m that particular disciplne. However, accordmg to Zhang et. al, RA
abstracts without Moves 1 and 3 are meffective to afttract potential readers to read the whole

articke because through Move | RA writers coukl convmce readers that the topxe of the research



reported m the RA i miportant or necessary and through Move 5 they could tell readers the
mmediate practical benefits of the research findings.

The sequence of moves of the RA abstracts m the samples of this study mamly follows the order
as suggested by Swales et. al, (2009) as spelled out m the method section of ths article. This
order follows the gudelmes of writmg an abstract m Indonesian journal artcles as suggested by
Ibnu (2003) m which. accordmg to him. RA abstract should contam problem. purpose, method
and results. Thws m tems of the order of the move appearance. the English RA abstracts written
by Indonesian acadenncs are not problematic when they write RAs to be pubhshed m Indonesia.
However. the problem m terms of the rhetorical stuctwe 1 on the absence of Move 1
(backgroundintroduction/situation) and Move 5 (discussion/conclusion/ significance) m the

nmjority of the abstracts especially when subnutting an article to an mtemational journal

3.2.Linguistic Features on the R4 Abstracts

3.2.1. Grammatical Features

The second result of tlus study s the grammatical featwe of the abstract m terms of the use of
voke, tense and rhar-construction m the abstract. In this study. only the mam verb of every
sentence was analvzed wlule the verbs other than the mam verb or of dependent clauses were not
mchided. The rationale for ths decsion s that every move m the abstract 5 usually expressed
tlrough one sentence (a smiple or a complex sentence) and it » the mam verb or the verb of the
mam clause which grammatically characterizes the move. If m a move there was more than one
sentence. then only the first sentence was analyzed because the fust sentence often deternmmes
the type of the move. The result of granmmtical analysis s shown m Tabke 3 below.

Table 3: The Grammatical Feature of Moves

Grammatical Moves Total
Features




Active voice 5 22 18 25 5 75

That- - - - 19 - 19
conplement

Notes: N = the munber of abstract with the particular move.

As gleamed m Table 3 above, the use of active voice sentences is far more dommant than the 1
of passive voxe sentences m all moves except Move 5 (discussion‘conchision’ significanc
This findmg s smular to the findng of Zhang et. al. (2012) m which they found the frequen
of active voice sentence 15 twice as many as the frequency of passive voice sentences m th
agnculhwral science RA abstracts, Below are examples of active voice sentences from the data
thss study:

1. ... Tiss study has two objectives, the fist i to know the mfluence of the service
quality and saving product quality towards the mumage of PT. Bank Smarmas.
The second 5 to know the mfluence of the service quality. saving product quality
and the company munage towards the customer loyality of PT. Bank Smammas.
(Move 2 m EMJ-8)

2. .. The studv 5 qualtative research usmg phenomenology approach which
employs mterview, observation. and documentation techmque m collectmg data.
(Move 3 m EJ-1)

3. ... The study reveal the followmg fixdmgs: 1) lnguwstic code vareties m the
social mteraction m ‘pesantren’ mchides Arabic, Indonesian and Javanese: 2) the
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use of the Imgwstic codes m the socil mteraction m ‘pesantern’ depends on
social factors of the ‘santn’ studvmg Ishm the degree of formmlity and the
speakmg partper’s characterstics, conmmmication faciities. the mtmiacy and
atmosphere. the speakmg parmer's respect. and the mflience of the speakmg
parmers and relaxmg atmosphere: 3) the contrbution of the use of Imgustic codes
m the socml mferaction m ‘pesantern’ to the Indonesmn language conprwses the

development of status. corpus and language acqusiton (Move 4 m HI-8)

It s moportant to note that, although the use of active voice sentence s far more donmant m
Moves 1. 2. 3 and 4. but m Move 5 (discussion/conclusion/significance) the wse of passive
sentence 15 equally frequent, Below are gven exanples of passive and active sentences used m
Move 5 of the abstracts,

4. ... Consequently, textbooks can be mechded as texts difficull to understand. this
situation may be caused by both lnguage and material presentation deficiencies.
(Move 5 m EJ-4)

5. ... Ths justifies a conchwsion that the expermment proves the hypothess. In other
words. teacher's comment gwes positive effect to  the mprovement of
morphosyntactic accuracy of student’s essays. (Move 5 m HJ-10)

As shown m the above examples. it does not seem to be just a matter of choice of the writers
whether to use a passive or active senfence but it 5 determmed by the sub-conmumicative
purpose of Move 5. The passive sentences seem to be used to draw a conclusion from the results

while an active sentence is used to discuss the results or to propose a suggestion.

The use of present tense m the abstracts as shown m Tabel 3 5 twice as frequent as the use of
past tense m all moves except m Move 3 (methods‘materials/subjects/procedures). This findmg
s different fiom the findmg of Zhang et. al. (2012) m which they found that past tense 5 more
frequently used m method and product (results) moves m ther agriculture RA abstracts. Zhang
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et. al. conchides that the use of tenses (past or present) does not charaterize ther RA abstracts.
In addition. the fndng of this study 5 contradictory to the findmg of Graetz (1985) who found
that RA abstracts are wiitten mostly usmg past tense (Graetz quoted m Swales, 1990). However,
accordmg to Swales the use of present tense m RA abstracts s ako frequent: that s m order to
show that ‘the research reported [m the RA] ® alve or because it reflects wider knowledge
clams (p:181)". The use of past tense. as Swales fivther comments. 5 for the purpose of
stressmg the fidings or the application of the findings of previous relevant studies.

Unbke m other moves. the use of present tense and past tense m Move 3 5 equally frequent as
shown m Table 3. Below are exanplks of Move 3 using present tense and past tense from the
abstracts:

6. ... It involved 180 primary teachers m the mmucpalty of Malang Mulistage
chister techmique was enployed for the selection of sample. The data anslyses
was conducted usmg Stuchwal Equation Modelling (Move 3 m EJ-8)

7. ... The population of ths research are 65 leader and staff of the office of
Malikussaleh Unversity Lhokseumawe who usually make budgetary polcy. Data
analyses uses nmitple regression model through SPSS version 14. (Move 3 m
EMJ-3)

As can be seen m the above examples, Move 3 m EJ-8 s written m past tense while m EMJ-3 1t
1 written m present tense. It may mply that for the Indonesian writers whether to wiite Move 3
m ther abstract m past tense or m present tense is not muportant. The nght way of wiitmg Move
3 of an abstract 5 achmlly usmg a past tense because the wiiters describe how they conducted
the research reported m the RA as found by Tseng (2011) m the abstacts of her apphed
Imguistic  RAs  publshed m  mtemational jounak. However, sice m Indonesian lnguage
grammar there & no concept of tense, some Indonesmn writers may not be aware of the
mportance of the tense concept m Englsh when writmg an abstract. In other words. Indonesin
writers may still use ther first language competence m wiitmg m a foreign language as far as the
tenses concept goes.
209



Tabke 3 also shows that the use of rhar-complement s only m Move 4 (results/findngs) of the
abstracts. Below are exanples of rhar-complement m the Enghsh abstracts by Indonesian

speakers.

8. The study reveals that they are 1) the mfluence of PBL model ... (Move 4 m EJ-7)

9. The results of the research and hypothesis testmg show that : 1) ROI curent ratio,
DER. EPS and firm size smukaneously cash dmdent ... (Move 4 m EMJ-5)

10. The results of the research show that 1) the smple lexical meorporation affixes
are : the affix mcorporation.. (Move 4 m HJ-9)

Ths fndmg s m Ilme with the findng of Zhang et. al. (2012) m which they found that rhar-
conplement clauses are mamly found m ‘product’ or result move (Move 4) although this type of
cluse 5 alo found m other moves m ther study, Accordmg to Pho (2010 quoted m Zhang et.
al. 2012), rhar-conplement clause 5 an mportant featwe of RA abstract fimctionmg to address
the results or findmgs of the research reported m the RA. As shown m Table 3. not all abstract
writers use rhat-complement clause to mtroduce the results or findngs of ther study: the other

tvpes of clause used to mtroduce Move 4 are as m the followings:

11. The results of the action research can be briefly stated as follows. (Move 4 m EJ-
3)

12. The result of this research is m smmltaneous budgetary participation... (Move 4 m
EMJ-3)

13. The results of thus research are... (Move 4 m HJ-3)
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14, Inplementation  of such symagmatc model is able to mcrease student’s
cognition... (Move 4 m HJ-5)

15. The study reveals the following findings... (Move 4 m HJ-6)

16. The results indicated varous greetmgs based on vertxal relationships... (Move 4
m HIJ-2)

As shown m the above examples. the Indonesmn writers use varous sentence forms to address
ther research results other than wsmg rhiar-conplement. such as passive form dechrative form
or using a modal awxliary. However, this paper s not mtended to evalate whether or not these

granmmatical forms are grammatically correct or acceptable m Englsh
3.2.2. The Use of Interactional Metadiscomrse Devises

The next analysis i on the use of mteractional metadiscowrse devices m the RA abstracts. The
analyses results are shown m Table 4 below.

Table 4: Interactional Metadiscourse Devices Found in the RA Abstracts

Metadiscourse Communicative Units or Moves Sub-
Total
Devices

Hedges 12

Self-Reference Words
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As shown m Table 3, the most dommant use of mteractional metadiscourse devices 15 ‘hedges’
which mostly appears m Move 4. Below are exanplkes of ‘hedges’ found m the RA abstracts m
the corpus of this study.

17. .... tt could be conchided that... (Move 4 m EJ-9)

18. The subjects seem to be aware of ismg... (Move 4 m HI-8)

19. The results of this study indicate that... (Move 4 m JE-7)

Table 4 also shows that the use of attitudmal stance markers of the RA writers 15 very rare; only
2 of them are found m Move 4 of the same RA abstracts. The examples of these devices are
aven below:

20. The spuit of natonalsm s clearly shown m this novel (Move 4 m HI-7)

21. The rebelbon taken place m 12 November 1926 and 1927 m the novel mdicates
this natonalism spust wlich 5 essentially desire of a phce for self-actaulization ..
(Move 4 m HI-7)

The frequency appearance of mteractional dscourse markers m the data of this study s far from
weal condition; ths s probably because the Indonesian writers are worred about the subjective
tone of ther abstracts and therefore avoxd usmg such discowse markers m order to appear
objective. However, Zhang etal (2012) clum that the use of mteractional meta discowse
devices especilly ‘hedges’ and ‘attitudmal stance markers’ should be frequent m RA abstracts
because tlus discotrse contams subjective evahation of witters. such as m justifymg the choxe
of research topie, research method, results or findmgs and conchsion to convince readers that the
research 1 mportant. mferestmg. valid and relable. A smular statement s addressed by
Cronpton (2013) m which he clamns that quality acadennc dscowses m Enghsh utilize frequent
commect and appropriate wse of hedges and this shows the muportance of such mteractional
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netadiscowse device characterzmg the academic dscowse. From lis smudy. Crompton ako
found that wniversity students from Mxddke East countries use hedges less frequently m ther RA
abstracts conpared to the witers of mtemational research journak do.

Self-reference words appear only tlwee tmes m the RA abstracts using the words “writer” and
‘researcher” to refer to the author of the RAs. Below are examples of self-reference words found
m the data of this study:

22. The reseacher wants to know the problens faced by teachers m teachmg and
learnmg wsing Tell and Story method. (M2 m EJ-1)

23 . In the analysis, the writer apples comparative method usmg the theory of
language change. (M 3 m HI-4)

24, After exammmg closelv and analysmg the data. the writer cones to a conchision
that the Arabic lnguage elements ... (M 4 m HJ-4)

According to Zhang etal (2012) the frequent wse of self-reference words m acadenue discourse
mdicates a subjective mode of the dscowse and therefore they nmist be avoided. Zhang etal
suggests that m order to appear objective RA writers have to avoxd usmg self-reference words
such as personal pronown, the writer, the researcher, the author, and so on. Hence, the rare use of
self-reference words m English RA abstracts by Indonesian speakers show ther positive attitude
or good practice m wriing acadenuc discourse m Englsh

4. Conclusions and Recommendations

Several useful conchisions can be drawn from the findmgs of this study, Fust. the majority of

RA abstracts written m Englsh by Indonesin academics m the corpus of ths study have only

three moves (Le. pupose. method and results). This is different from the discowrse stmchwe of
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RA absmacts as suggested m acadenmc writmg gwdelmes and from the English abstracts
commonly found m mtemational jownak m which an abstract should have five moves: Move 1
(backgrownd/mfroduction'simation).  Move 2 (the pwpose of research). Move 3
(methods/matermals/subjects/procedhwes),  Move 4 (results/findmgs) and  Move 5
(discussion/conchsionysienificance). Second, the Englsh abswacts found m the data of tlws study
are mostly written m active sentences usmg present fense except for Move 3 (methods) m which
half of them are written m past tense and rhar-complkment sentences are mostly found m Move 4
(results or findmes). This 1 m lme with the findmgs fiom previous stnidies except for the
frequent use of present tense m Move 3 (methods) which should be wntten usmg past tense.
Fmally, the use of mreractional metadscowse devices are very rare and dommated by hedges
mostly found m Move 4 whike the use of attitudmal stance of the writers and self-reference
words are even rarer m the abstracts. Tlus finding although m Ime with the findmgs of previous
studes does not show the characteristics of good abstracts m terms of the use of mteractional

metadiscourse markers especmlly of hedges and attiudidal stance markers of the witters,

Based on the conchisions above. several practical reconmendation can be proposed to different
peopk or group of peopl dealng with the witmg of RAs and research jounal publication m
Indonesm. Fust, jownal editors m Indonesia mmst study the characterstics of good RA abstracts
m Englsh (.. rhetorxally and Imgustcally) and encowage RA  witters subnuttmg ther
manuscrpt to publsh m the jownak to use such characterstics. Second. Indonesmn academics
nmst adjust the thetorcal structwe and Ingustic feanwes of ther RA abstracts when wiimg an
abstract m order to be acceptabk by mtemational academic commmmity who bappen to read
them. Fmally. the teachmg of English academic writmg especially m writmg RAs nmist be based
on the mfornation from contrastive or comparative study results on the rhetorcal strucnme and
Imgustics  featres of RAs wiitten by Indonesian academdcs publshed m national research
jounals and those found m RAs publshed m mtemational jownak m a particular diseplme or a
group of disciplines.

For funwe smdies 1 1 reconended that the study mchides RA abstracts m Enghsh fiom other
discplines m the corpus of the study. It 5 ako necessary to do a direct comparative or
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conrastive  study which mclides a set of RA abstracts m Enghsh written by Indonesian
acadenncs and the ones written by the RA writers publshed m mternational joumals m the sane
discplme or group of dscplnes. Fmally, smce all abstracts publshed m prmt or onlme m
Indonesia such as theses, research reports, dissertations, conference or semmar papers, efc. nust
be m Englsh, a comparative or contrastive stdy between Enghsh abstracts of different acadenc

discowrse types seens also very mportant.
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Appendix 2: Sanples of RA Abstracts with Five or Complete and with Tlhree or Smiple

Moves.

A: Abstract with five Moves

Moves

Text (HI-1)




Move 2 The amn of thus research was to know the teacher’s presuppostion and
student’s mnplicature.

Move 4 The result of tlis research showed that there were cooperation without
unsure answer (qualitative comntext), cooperation usig appropriate answer

(quality), cooperation depends on questionmame mterpretation (relation),
cooperation because of hab#t (mamer).

B. Abstract with three Moves

Moves Text (EMLI-7)

Move 3 A structral analysis method is apphied to the response of the questioname
received from 250 students.




